JOHN   EVE LYN

there are three notable instances of his indulg-
ing in this form of writing: to the King, to the
Duchess of Newcastle, and in his life of Margaret
Godolphin.

His panegyric to Charles II was presented "on the
day of his Inauguration/' April 23rd, 1661 (i.e.
Coronation).*

The King inquired nervously whether It was in
Latin, and secondly whether it was long. It was in
English, but it occupied thirteen folio pages. It was
no effort to Evelyn to write this sort of thing. In his
epistle dedicated to Charles, which accompanied the
translation of Freart's treatise on Architecture, he
writes: "It is hard not to slide into the panegyric
when once one begins to speak of Your Majesty."

Of course he attributes all the virtues to him:
Courage, Fortitude, Piety, Prudence, Temperance,
etc., and most of all "Constancy to your religion/'
which proved to be a remarkably bad shot. When he
gets fairly going we find passages which It Is difficult
to believe that any intelligent man could write:

UO happy Greece for Eloquence that has celebrated
the fortune of thy Heroes trifling adventured! Who
shall set forth and Immortalise the Glory of our
illustrious Prince and advance Great CHARLES to
the Skies?

. . . Your Majesty Is as secure from flattery as your
virtues are above Its reach."

Given the fashion of the day, there is ample excuse

not bee
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*Brit. Mus. C. 57-g.33. It has not been reprinted and is only available
in the original edition.